N.  O.  MELASTOMACEAE	1067
linear, almost sessile, much tapering to base, caudate-acuminate or
rounded at apex, stiff, shining above, paler and dull beneath, midrib
depressed on upper surface, lateral veins invisible. <- Flowers on
slender pedicels, 2 or 3 times as long as calyx, umbellate or panicu-
late, peduncles under 6 mm., disk without rays. Fruit small, about
4 mm., black-purple.
Distribution     Southern India, Ceylon.
The bark is used as a tonic and refrigerant.
Conorese: Belavakana, Udidalle—; Malayalam; Attukanila—;
Tamil: Vellaikkaya—.
melastoma Linn.
Shrubs, usually erect and strigose-hairy. Leaves petiolate,
oblong or lanceolate, usually coriaceous and quite entire, 3-7-nerved.
Flowers terminal, solitary, fasciculate or panicled, showy, purple,
usually 5-merous. Calyx-tube strigose, setose or paleaceous, ovoid
or campanulate; lobes deciduous, ovate or lanceolate, usually about
as long as the tube and alternating with subulate teeth. Petals equal
in number to the calyx-lobes, sometimes pilose on the back. Stamens
twice as many as the petals, unequal; those opposite the calyx-lobes
longer and with purple anthers, the connective produced below the
cells and ending in 2 blunt lobes; those opposite the petals with yellow
anthers, the connective not or scarcely produced and ending in 2 blunt
tubercles. Ovary ovoid, more or less adnate to the calyx-tube,
usually 5-celled, bristly on the apex; ovules numerous; style filiform;
stigma obtuse. Berry coriaceous or fleshy, irregularly dehiscent,
enclosed in the persistent calyx-tube. Seeds minute, numerous,
cochleate.—Species 50.—Tropical and E. Asia.
 1.	Hairs closely appressed at thek base to the calyx-tube   .....      1     M. mcdabathricum
 2.	Hairs on the calyx-tube long,  at their base spreading then
ascending or patent   .....      ., *	      2     M. decemfidum
M. malabathricum Linn* is used medicinally in Indo China, the
Philippine Islands, Tahiti, and New Caledonia; M. candidum D.
Don., M. decemfidum Rc&b., M. repens Desr., M. sanguineum Sims.,
M. mllosum Sims, in Indo China.

